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Democratic resistance – The “Revolution of Lights”

● Broad-Based Coalition:
○ Labor unions, farmers, students, women’s rights groups, opposition lawmakers 

and overseas Koreans joined in solidarity
● Successful Pushback:

○ Rescinded illegal martial law
○ Impeached Yoon
○ Constitutional Court now tasked with confirming Yoon’s impeachment
○ Fierce demand for democratic accountability and national sovereignty

























































Yoon’s abortive coup on Dec.3, 2024: 
“Washington’s perfect partner” assaults Korea’s democracy

● Culmination of US militarism, domestic unrest, and far-right extremism
● Preceded by over 250 days of US-led war games (largest since Cold War)
● Largest US military force projection since the Cold War
● Washington is using the outdated OPCON provisions to recast the Korean Peninsula as 

a forward operation for any future conflict the US chooses to instigate with China
● South Korea under Yoon is mobilized for war against North Korea and China
● Yoon extolled by Washington as a “champion of democracy” 
● Growing political opposition and mass protests
● Months-long, thorough preparation for the insurrection
● Plans for a shocking level of brutality and repression on a mass scale
● Enabled and sustained by a transnational US-Korea far-right coalition



Yoon’s strategy is aligned with Washington’s Indo-Pacific propaganda

● Borrowed from Washington’s McCarthy-era playbook to frame any domestic opposition 
as a pro-communist existential threat, dividing the nation into “patriotic citizens” and 
“anti-state forces”

● Weaponizing Cold War paranoia for personal and political gain. 
● The latest logical extension of Washington’s 70-year “ironclad commitment” to South 

Korea (“read: iron-fisted dominance of Korean politics and independence”)
● Washington’s promotion of sycophantically pro-American autocrats who will 

unreservedly prostrate Korean interests before US geopolitical ambitions
● “Shoot to kill”--military and police tasked to brutally stifle dissent
● Provoking conflict with North Korea to justify martial law



US militarism and US-Korea far right coalition

● Structural forces of militarism and authoritarianism remain intact
● Militarized far-right groups empowered by Washington’s backing
● Washington’s think tanks and media networks supported Yoon’s rise
● Far-right mobilization and misinformation 
● Violence, threats, propaganda and misinformation
● Framing impeachment as “North Korean”, “anti-state”, or “China-backed” conspiracies
● Stoking anti-China and anti-North Korea sentiment to justify crackdown
● Instigating unprecedented political polarization, politics of violence 
● US militarism → instability, authoritarianism, undermining of sovereignty



Call to action: reclaiming democracy and sovereignty

● End US-led war games in the Korean Peninsula 
● Challenge US-led anti-China and anti-North Korea provocations
● Advocate for peaceful coexistence with North Korea
● Confront far-right extremism and political violence
● Support South Korea’s pro-democracy movement
● Oppose US-backed militarism, far-right and authoritarian alliances







Thank you!




